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no disturbances, for these neither he nor his colleagues
would tolerate. The Ministry had no feelings of recrimina-
tion and were not working in a spirit of persecution. Their
watchword would be " Defence of the Republic, restoration
of the Republic, prosperity and defence of Spain."
In a Press interview Sefior Azana said that the principal
policy of the Government would be to apply the Constitu-
tion and hasten the fulfilment of the electoral programme.
He would have the support of the Socialists. The results
of the election showed Spain to be republican, and that
almost anything might happen except a restoration of the
monarchy. The country had developed a political con-
sciousness and was awake, everybody being interested and
anxious to help. Spain was determined to co-operate and
help in the maintenance of world peace through die League
of Nations. Relations with Portugal would be strengthened.
In no part of Spain was the electoral victory more
clearly expressed than in Catalonia. One of the Premier's
first acts was to send to the prison where Sefior Companys,
ex-President of Catalonia, was confined, and to arrange
for his liberation. On 25th February a Decree-law was
drawn up, approved by the Cabinet and President and,
after a slight delay, approved by the Permanent Committee
of Cortes, to annul a law of January 1935, which had sus-
pended the Catalan Statute. This indicated an almost
immediate return of Catalonia to Home Rule, with Sefior
Companys reinstated as President of the Generalitat.
Supplementary elections were held on ist March and,
as a result, the Cortes was finally constituted as follows :
Parties of the Left .... 266 Representatives
Parties of the Right  .  .  . 142 Representatives
Parties of the Centre ...    65 Representatives
Total Deputies . 473